
A number of habitat types can be found 

throughout the Miltonvale property, providing 

rich biodiversity and a home for many wildlife 

species.  While surveying the woodland, old 

fields, hedgerows and riparian zones, several 

interesting and significant areas were noted. At 

the southernmost property boundary, there is a 

large birch snag with a fresh cavity near the 

top. This is a possible nesting site for a pair of 

American kestrals who were often spotted flying 

around the snag.  In early summer, 4 to 5 young kestrals could be seen perched 

near the same tree.  

The hedgerows, which separate the different field sections proved to have a high 

wildlife value.  Many bird species can be spotted in the trees and shrubs that 

make up the hedgerows.  In particular, a pair of Northern flickers would be 

flushed from the middle hedgerow almost every time the access road was trav-

elled. The White Spruce in the easternmost hedgerow was a favorite perching 

site for American bald eagles and red-tailed hawks.  

Further north, two small ponds are located at the bottom of the access road. The 

smaller pond is quite stagnant, but provides excellent habitat for amphibians. 

The larger pond is fed by a small stream and holds small trout. Fresh tracks 

from red fox, Eastern coyote, raccoon and muskrat are regularly left in mud 

around the pond. Canada geese, mallard ducks and red-winged blackbirds were 

observed nesting here this spring. Other frequent visitors of the pond included 

great blue heron, belted kingfisher, and a resident muskrat.  

MILTONVALE REFORESTATION PROJECT  

Wildlife  

by Jason MacEachern 

 Wildlife Conservation Technology student, Holland College 

Canada geese 

Leopard frog 



Approximately 200 meters from the west property 

line, there is an active American Bald Eagle nest in a 

White Pine tree. The birds that nest here could be 

seen daily, soaring around the Miltonvale property 

and landing near the pond. We often used binoculars 

to observe the young eagles in the nest from a dis-

tance. They eventually fledged and would soar nearby 

with the adult birds. A grove of large White Pine trees 

is located on our site near the nest.  The eagles often utilized these trees, judging 

by the feathers and bones from prey that litter the ground below. 

The larger stream which runs through the middle section of the property is an-

other feature that has significant wildlife value. Well travelled trails from snow-

shoe hare and Eastern coyote wind throughout the riparian zone and adjacent 

woodland. The stream is home for many species of songbirds, red squirrel, rac-

coon and brook trout.  

One area, where new trees are reclaiming 

an abandoned farm field next to the 

stream, there is evidence of heavy coyote 

activity. Several coyote paths converge 

around a shady tree, where the grass had 

been flattened by the resting animals. 

Fresh scat and several bones were also 

found around this area.  

The coyote trails continue from the pond 

through this section, where tracks are of-

ten left in a gully. On the northernmost 

section of the property, a large coyote den 

is dug in the side of a mound. The den        

appeared active in the spring months due to 

freshly moved dirt, and tracks. 
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Towards the north end of the property, a Barred Owl was heard calling on various occasions.  

Many other interesting sightings take place on a daily basis at the Miltonvale site.  A Northern 

harrier often hunts the fields for rodents, along with the American kestrals, who hover in the 

air before diving for their prey.  In the morning, snowshoe hare browses on vegetation along the 

hedgerows and woodland. Red fox travel the southern fields, and a family of ravens vocalizes 

throughout the day. 
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